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lent of those of the conquering blood within
e secession of the colonies, followed by a re-
ef oppression by the resident white minority
ng natives; and the internal decay of Spain.
' modern nations over ethnic dependencies, the
ily has had his role. With Spain, his practical
Drtance equaled that of the secular conquerors,
te were functions one of the other; through
s Spanish Crown was head of the Church in all
matters. The Spanish Conquest has been termed
;." Secular and ecclesiastical ambitions clashed
at times. The conflicts of motives within the
and the secular clergy duplicated the conflicts
n. In the first century of the Conquest, one and
eligious orders, and sometimes all of them to-
id worked for the ideal policy; they helped, in
the theoretical, formal policy of Spain. There-
ole, zeal and intellectual purpose faded; yet in
fornia and Paraguay it did not fade. As it came
ch became one of the largest of the property
Spanish Conquest motive and continuing co-
as predominant. The secular conquerors were
s; even the many-sided Cortes was a fanatic,
lat the assault against native religion was more
more sustained than in any other epoch of co-
* save only in the Plains Indian area of the
Because the Indian societies were saturated with
>y religion, the killing of the native social soul
n in any other colonial record, ancient or mod-
>ssible exception of the subsequent one in the
The systematic destruction of Inca quipus, of
id of Mayan records, was but the manifest part
which reached to the intangibles of institution
effect was the obliviousness of the Spaniards
i-nature relationship which, if they had but
came upon in exquisite balance almost every-
blasted to fragments this man-nature relation-
iclusive ecological complex within which the
a productive and reciprocating part. The age-
tutions, which took account of the indirect con-
ngs done and things omitted within the web of